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Evening out the Score

Rebecca West once said: “I myself have never been able to find out precisely what
feminism is: I only know that people call me a feminist whenever I express sentiments that
differentiate me from a doormat.” For centuries, women like West battled a cultural attitude of
male chauvinism—men wholly convinced of their right to trample over women’s desires and
dreams. Husbands showed no concern for the feelings and inner lives of their wives.
Meanwhile society allowed men to explore their identities and passions, but their female
counterparts were not allowed the same privilege. The discovery of a man’s inner being,
obsessions, emotions and freedom was termed as romanticism and embraced by society; the
same qualities in women, however, were scorned and unfavorably given the name “feminism.”
In Kate Chopin’s body of work there is a distinct pattern of utilizing romanticism to promote
feminism; to show that women searching for freedom and knowledge of self are no different

than the men who seek the same.

The Awakening uses Edna’s growing awareness of her situation as a hopelessly obedient
housewife in a loveless marriage to demonstrate a woman’s ability to think on her own, know
what she wants, and do as she pleases just as men are wont to do. For example, when Edna
and her husband return from the island, she informs him that she will no longer be conducting

her routine Tuesday night visitations. This statement and force of will reveal how she has













