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What if Christ \\»I\\}?é{s&o_;ﬂy a man?

Hans Holbein once painted a picture of Chrlst just prior to his burial (painting featured
above). Dostoevsky read an observation that stated, “In ‘Christ Taken Down from the Cross,” one
doesn’t see anything of God. As a dead man he is portrayed quite naturally.” Infinitely intrigued,
the Russian writer sought out the painting. When he finally came face to face with it his wife
wrote that, “the painting made an overwhelming impression on my husband, and he stood before
it as if dumbstruck...When I returned some fifteen or twenty minutes later, I found my husband
still standing in front of the painting as if riveted to it. There was in his agitated face that
expression of fright which I had seen more than once in the first moments of an epileptic fit ...

Fyodor admired this painting. Wishing to have a closer look at it, he stood on a chair, and I was

very afraid he’d be asked to pay a fine, because here one gets fined for everything.” It was this i 0\ N

painting that inspired him to write a novel with a pure and innocent protagonist—compassionate,
meek, truthful in everything, and completely oblivious to any concept of decorum— in short, a

Christ-like character. In his novel, The Idiot, Fyodor Dostoevsky explores the question: What if

Chri{si =W1Y a man?

Throughout the novel, Prince Lev Nikolaevich Myshkin is compared either subtly or

overtly to Christ. The story begins with Prince Myshkin returning to Russia from a time in


















